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Abbott withdraws Meridia diet pill

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Abbatt Laboratories said Friday
it will withdraw its dict pill
Meridia in the US. and Canada,
after coming under pressure
from health regulators who say
the drug increases the risk of

heartatiack and stk in paticnts drug

with a history of heart d.lSO.‘Q.vL‘r

Companics have struggled for
decades 1o davelop drigs that
help people loze weight without
dangerous side effects.

The withdmwal of Mendia
leaves just ome prescription
drugs on the market for long-
term weight loss — Roche’s
Nenical, which is not widely
used. Several other gensricdrugs
are approved for short-term
weight loss, including phenter-
mine.

Food and Drug Administra-

tGon scientists said they request-
ed the withdrawal becanse
Meridia’s risks were not out-
weighed by “the wery modest
weight loss that poople achicve
on this drug”™ On average,
paticnts lost five pounds with the

“Physicians are advised to
stop prescrbing Meridia to their
patients ard peticnts hould stop

ing this medication,” Dr. John
Jenkins, the FDA's director for
new drugs, said ina statement.

Meridia is not widely used in
the US,, with a steep decling in
preseriptions in recent years.
About 100,000 pefients use the
druginthe US, according tothe
FDA. Eighty percent of users
are middle-aged women

Eadicr in the day, national
regulator  Health  Canada

announced that Abbo would
velmntarly pull the drug from
the market there. Meridia has
boen available in both countries
for more than a decade.
European regulstors pulled
the product off the market in
January after a study howed
that paticnis with heart discase
had an 11 percent chance of
heart attacks or stroke while tak-
ing the drug compared with a 10
percent risk for those not taking
it Heart discase is relatively
common ameng obese patients.
Regulators in the US. and
Canada said they based their
decisions on the sme data,
Weight loss dnigs have long
been plagued by negative side
effects — particularly  heart
problems. In the same year

dict drug combination, fen-phen,
was pulled off the market
becanse of links to heart-valve
damage and hung problems. In
2004, the FDA banned the
weight loss supplement ephedra
because of heart attack risks

Outside  medical  experts
repeatodly have recommendod
that the FDA require drugmak-
ers 1o study the effect weight
lass drugs have on the heart
before they are released to mar-
ket — as the agency requires for
same other drug bypes.

Jerkdns said the agency s
considering new requiremcnts
for weight loss dmgs, “but we
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Meridia was approved, Wieth's

SWEET REWARD — \Walmart associate Cherry Benson had the honor of throwing a pic in
the face of store manager Justin Sperry after the associates met a company goal. (SDN Staff
Photo by Jeff West)

The feller on Deep Creek says, “God helps
thase who help themselves and the govern-
ment seems always to want to help the oth-
ers”

In the cwrent issue of Texas Moathly, there is
a low firn advertisement featuring two individu-
als who wou!d look familiar to most people in
Scurry County,

On the right is Jemy Jones, ovwner of Ameri-
ca’s Team — the Dallas Cowboys. At leftis Levi
Glen McCathem 11 the attor
ney for Jemry Jones.

Levi looks a litle different
than he did when he graduat-
ed from Sayder High School

Lewi, for the fifth time
singe 2003, has boen named
to the Texas ‘u,mrlm_nn
list. He is boand certified by
the Texas Board of Legal
Speciatization in civil trial
law and labor and employ-
ment Lo, a double certifica-
tion held by only 26 of the
£6,000 aftomeys in the state.

Growing up in Snyder, he
was bnown as “Lee ™ His
fxrher, Glen McCathemn was
director of education at Colo-
nial Hill Baptist Church, and his mother, Jan,
was a speech teacher at Western Texas College.
Glen just last meath retired afler senving the
Coulter Road Baptist Church in Amanillo. And
last merth, Jan was on amission trip o China,
teaching at the Intemational School.

Levi's brother, Curtis, is seven years younger
and now livesin P'T.Ldmﬁ!, Pa, \\hx.n. he has

In high school, Levi was active in drama,
band, choir and foctball He entered Baylor Uni-
versity in the fall of 1987 with plans to become a
minister. And during his years in Wace, Levi was
mggrufmcl?uﬂ&.;m(hrhmmmh) Trav-

Emm:gba:l by the dean of the law school,
Levi applied and was acceptad at Baylor, eaming
his law degree in 1993, That fall he became an
associzge with the law fimi of Godwin and Carl-
ton, and in less than five years, he was nanied
the youngest sharcholder in the firm's history:

Twehve years ago, Levi founded MeCathem
Wadlington Mooty, currently known as MecCath-
em Moaty, a firm with 37 employess — including
18 licensed attomeys.

Tt was during his second year as a practicing
attomey that Levi met another member of the
Lsw firm named Jerry Jones Jr “We got to be
friends and after a couple of years [ started to
handle some smaller cases for the Jooes family.”

Levi McCathern and Jerry Jones

Levi was senving as “Tocal counsel™ fora.

Washington, D.C. law fimy that was represe:

nting
Jones and the Dallas Cowboys. “The cass went
badly, very badly, The only issue was whether
the Cowboys owed $200 or $600 million. Jerry
Jones asked if 1 cou'd correct it and [ guarantead
him that T could We ended up with zero lability
and endod up getting a couple of million. From
then on T became his go-to lawyer™

AWhile Jones and the Conboys are Lirga clients

th.\ oaly represent about 10 percent of
fim’s business. This m.\nd'\
Levi was involved in a trial
in Huntsville that was
attracting widespread
media attention as the city
of Huntsville voas suing the
chamber of commerce for
alleged misuse of the ¢iy’s
hotel eccupancy tax.

Levi remains involved in
litigation conceming the
collapse of the Cowboys

Facility and theére
are about 20 cases involy-
ing default on leases of
boves in the Cowboys’ new
stadium in Arlinzton. The
largest is aganst a group of
dentists in the Metroples
overa 20-year lease valtued
at $42 million

And Levi successfully

defended for the Cowboys the ovwnership of the
phrase, “America’s Team.”

Levi says his work days ane longz. but there are
bensfits such as getting to attend all of the Cow-
boys” games. He also is invitod by the Jones
family to attend the Super Bowl.

He still considers himself a minister, and was
invited to officizte at the wedding in Tuly of
Jerry Jones Jr where the best men were Jery Sr.
and a brother, Steven Jones. He is conducting
ancther wedding this month

Levi has never practioed i in Scurry County; but
does have one case pending in the 1324 District
Court “The case was oniginally filed in Lub-
bock, but evenything happened in Sayder,” he

explained

In 2004, Levi married a family bnwv attomey,
Ashlea, who is now a stay-at-home mom. Their
children are four-year-old Ryan and two-yearold
Madizon. Levi also hasa 13-yvarold son, Noch
The McCathemn family is active in the Highland
Park United Methodist Church

“Tdon’t want this to sound comy,” Levi said,
“But [ think about Snyder every single day.
Everybady [ associate with knows I'm from
Sayder, Texas. My work is here, but I wish |
S.eu:d raise my kids in an envionment ke Sny-

T

*Growing up in Snyder affects your entire Lfe,
a gmqmu-g-lﬁda“bo <tll say in towch end the
commenality of Snyder make you who you are.”
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